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ABSTRACT

emplov:::' 'Z \p([l,l,)zle}’e ﬁemongtr'qtes how the _appli;atlion ‘of dat.a 'retri‘evf?d qnd analyzefl thr.‘ough modern technology
. A vt can be tqtegmtea’ with existing classic' material in an art historical context. For the first

. t modern history, a joint cultural collaboration between Thailand and Cambodia has enabled an on-the-
sn.e §'tudy of the Ancient Royal Road that extended from Angkor to Phimai when northeastern Thailand was
within the territorial boundaries of the Khmer Empire between the ninth and thirteenth centuries. Until now, the
modern political boundaries of the two countries and civil strife in Cambodia in recent years have precluded
such a study.

Although the LARP project is not yet completed, the results so far have provided an expanded
understanding of the road, its buffer zones and communication links. Art historians now have access to this data
and can integrate it with existing sources such as ancient maps, aerial photographs, inscriptions and textual
and archaeological records. This data, assembled by LARP, compels a reassessment of known material and a
reorganization of methodology for art historians.

This case study, which is a work-in-progress, shows ways the multi-discipline cultural database can
ch. For example, results from remote sensing/GIS techniques and satellite maps have

h of the Ancient Royal Road, which was previously unknown. Also, the discovery of
-smelting kilns, feeder canals and

expand art history resear

calculated the exact lengt
ancient stone structures such as dharmasalas (rest houses), ceramics and iron

their precise locations provide new comparative material.
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